Sustainability
creating business
opportunities

Sustainability – hype or
business opportunity?
Since the industrial revolution human activity has had a negative
effect on the earth’s climate. This
is evidenced by increasing CO2e
(Carbon Dioxide Equivalent) levels
in the atmosphere from power
generation, transportation, manufacturing, agriculture and other industrial activities. The Information
Communications Technology (ICT)
sector has an important role to play
in reducing environmental impact
from these and other sectors. The
wider deployment of communication networks and the addition of
an underlying intelligence to existing infrastructure can reduce CO2e
by 15% or more. This is not hype
but a reality which results in new
business opportunities and lowered operational costs.
ICT - centre of a revolution
ICT has been estimated to account
for 2% of energy consumption and
as a consequence 2% of CO2e emissions1. While this figure is expected
to increase over the coming years
it is important not to underestimate
the net benefit ICT can contribute by
increasing efficiency in other sectors, which account for the remaining 98% of emissions1. Think of a
communications network as being
the centre of a societal transforma-
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The revolution is under way
While ICT can benefit other sectors,
it is possible to cut our own emissions by increasing energy efficiency
which in turn leads to lowered energy OPEX. As energy requirements
and energy price volatility increase
this has become an immediate challenge, particularly in regions with
inadequate or unstable power grids.
By progressively applying the latest in energy best practices, CO2e
can be reduced along with energy
related OpEx. This creates a virtuous
cycle, aligning business objectives to
environmental benefits.
When optimizing a network it is
important to take a systematic approach to yield maximum benefit.
Viewing the network as a single
system consisting of multiple interdependencies can avoid the suboptimization that can often occur.
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Energy efficient products
Reducing our life-cycle carbon
footprint by 40% over 5 years
(2009-2013, baseline year 2008),
measured as CO2 emissions per
subscription.
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Quantifying environmental benefits
and impacts

economy underpinned by efficient
communications infrastructure.

Life Cycle Assessment (LCA) is a
preferred technique to evaluate
environmental impacts. Since 1994
Ericsson has tailored LCA specifically to the telecommunications sector,
grounding our knowledge of these
impacts in a globally acknowledged
methodology.

Ericsson’s offerings supporting this
change include:
• Environmental strategy
We assist you in developing the
necessary strategies to reach
your target position, leveraging
our global capabilities and experience.

• Network energy optimization
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The transformation journey
Operators face many challenges in
developing new revenue streams
or reducing operational costs associated with energy consumption.
While they require unique solutions
aligned with their individual business
models, Ericsson can draw upon a
wealth of best practice and expertise
to help meet these challenges making you the centre of the low carbon

the net benefits that ICT solutions
can have on society.
Our sector is in the spotlight due to
the important role it can play in the
low carbon economy. It is now up to
you to provide the solutions to assist
society and your business.
Let Ericsson be your business partner on this journey.

Design for environment
We minimize the use of hazardous
materials in our product ranges
ahead of national and regional regulations (e.g. over 10 years’ experience of lead-free soldering).

Life Cycle Assessment
Our first radio base station LCA
was conducted in 1994 and since
then we have actively refined and
updated our LCA model with new
technologies as they emerge.

Ecology Management
Ericsson offers all our customers a
free of charge service to take back
Ericsson products and solutions
worldwide. All material collected is
treated by highly specialized recyclers in an environmentally efficient
manner with a recovery rate over
95%, well exceeding the EU WEEE
directive stipulation of 75%.
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